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Unrelated excerpts from the Christian Relations report to the U.S. Assembly on 


The Church's Relationship to Community Delinquency Problems 


Reported on page 3 


@ The greatest contributing factor in juvenile 
delinquency is the failure of the home, which ex- 
presses itself in many ways. 


@ If a community discriminates against a seg- 
ment of people because of cultural, economic or 
racial differences, those people are to that extent 
not recognized as truly belonging to the community. 
This rejection by the community leads to a sense 
of frustration and futility, which sometimes gives 
way to rebellion on the part of the individual. 
Young people are especially sensitive to this treat- 
ment by a community. 


@ Part of the ministry of the pastor is con- 
cerned with proclaiming the truth which has been 
revealed in Holy Scripture for the redemption of 
man both in his individual and corporate life. In 
so doing, the pastor should make faith relevant. 
The truth which he proclaims must be related to 
contemporary life in such a way that the congre- 
gation will see and feel its social responsibility. In 
particular, the minister should call attention to 
evils which encourage and support positive efforts 
to afford youth opportunities for wholesome fellow- 
ship and recreation. The enlightened laymen often 
will help the pastor to see new areas of responsi- 
bility. As this concern grows in the life of the 
congregation an atmosphere will be created which 


will encourage and promote a wholesome com- 
munity. 


@ In an age when families have difficulty in 
being together, it would be helpful for churches to 
re-evaluate their program to see whether unwit- 
tingly they may be contributing in part to the frag- 
mentation of family life through a continuing mul- 
tiplicity of meetings which demand the presence 
of one or more members of the family. 


@ In any community where adequate recrea- 
tional facilities are not provided, one person with 
vision and determination can be the means of start- 
ing the process which will ultimately result in the 
meeting of this need. 


@ There come times when a Christian must ac- 
cept public office if he is to accept his full social 
responsibility. It is easy to criticize those who are 
in public office. This is a well known democratic 
process. Unless, however, an individual is willing 
to consider the claims of public office upon him- 
self or to be active in placing capable and dedicated 
leaders in places of responsibility, he has little 
right to criticize those who are in public office. 


@ Any particular community usually will be 
what Christian citizens want it to be. In the last 
analysis the community is determined by the vision 
and dedication of the church. No one of us can 
evade this responsibility. 











Letters to the Editors 





Counseling Program No ‘Do This’ Treatment 





Pastor as Counselor 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Dr. S. L. Morgan in THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OvuTLooK, April 2 does raise a provocative 
question when he asks: Pastor or Coun- 
selor—Which? The five questions that he 
raises in the first five paragraphs appear 
to say: The new minister is a specialist; 
this transition is a blight and in a few 
decades the minister will not be a shep- 
herd at all. 

The primary question which Dr. Mor- 
gan raises does give a negative slant to 
a most essential part of a pastor’s min- 
istry. It might be interesting to note 
some factors which make for good coun- 
seling relationships and thus in a positive 
way set forth answers to this implicit 
criticism of the pastor as counselor. Mo- 
tivation toward a counseling situation is 
often limited because of prior, “poor” or 
ineffective counseling (such a five-minutes- 
of-my-time technique might be so de- 
scribed). Related to this is the idea that 
counseling is a kind of prescription ad- 
vice, “do this” or “do that.’”’ On the other 
hand, the accessibility of the pastor for 
counseling, his ease of manner, and the 
“infinity of time” within the half-hour for 
the interview are elements which tend to 
create the favorable atmosphere desired. 

Finally, churches which build extensive 
physical plants and implement them with 
fractional staff personnel may find that 
such frugality pays off in just such mini- 
mal shepherding. Rather than a criticism 
of an understaffed and overworked min- 
istry, would it not be well to look toward 
the creation of an atmosphere in which 
these new techniques of counseling might 
become the effective shepherding that Dr. 
Morgan envisioned? 

JESSE W. MYErs. 
College Park, Md. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


To my way of thinking, one of the most 
timely and needed articles to appear in 
THE OUTLOOK for many a day was the one 
entitled, “Pastor or Counselor—Which?” 
by S. L. Morgan, Sr. All of our seminary 
students should be required to read it, 
and it would also be good if all those 
preachers who have become obsessed by 
the idea of being study or office counselors 
would read and heed it. 


Bluefield, W. Va. J. A. CHRISTIAN. 


Blasts “Faith Healer” Critics 
To Tue OUTLOOK: 


There is no worse “racket” in America . 


today than is being practiced by some 
members of the Medical Association. The 
Board of Examiners and the local societies 
are both to blame, and the public is fast 
losing all patience. 

Some doctors are far more interested 
in money than in the welfare of their 
patients. Of course this does not apply 
to the few who are called to be doctors, 
but we have entirely too many misfits 
in the profession these days. 

Unless and until the American Medical 
Association is ready to clean house they 
should not criticize “The Faith Healers.” 
Since medical fees and medicine have 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail 


reached exorbitant prices there is always 
going to be “Faith Healers” and also 
people who will go to them. Besides all 
“Faith Healers” are not just a “racket” 
and I positively know of genuine healing 
being done. 

One of my own friends lost his voice 
for many months. He visited three 
“specialists” at a cost of $150, without 
any improvement whatever. They ad- 
vised a fourth specialist in another city. 
In the meantime I took the case before my 
prayer group. We believe in the power of 
prayer to heal and we believe in prayer. 
We are definitely told in the Bible to 
pray for the sick. Within a short time 
my friend could speak normally and all 
appointments with doctors were cancelled. 
He believes he was healed by prayer and 
so does the group. We have had many 
answers to prayer, and I personally 
recommend to all who doubt to try it. 

If a doctor has no idea what ails a 
patient and knows he can do him no good 
then he has no right to charge an ex- 
orbitant fee for services “not rendered.” 
The Faith Healers make no charge but 
will accept free-will offerings to carry 
on the work. They do save many souls 
when they sincerely serve the Lord and 
I shall not condemn all of them. 

We certainly need to clean house in 
the medical profession all over America 
and some members are leaders in the 
churches today. We accept them and do 
nothing about it, so why criticize the 
“Faith Healers’’? 

All fair-minded people are well aware 
of the Christ-like devotion of most of our 
doctors to their patients. The doctors 
themselves are also well aware of the 
fact that some in their profession should 
have never been doctors in the first 
place. They have personality defects that 
can be detected by the patients imme- 
diately and we do not charge anything 
for the analysis. If the doctors could 
diagnose our cases as well and as cheap 
as we can diagnose their trouble it would 
be wonderful. 


Anderson, S. C. Lity MArE SHERARD. 


Solid Mission Effort 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Trinity Presbyterian Church is the out- 
growth of special mission effort put forth 
by Riviera Presbyterian Church. During 
the week of October 2-9, a group of 70 
people from the Riviera Church came 
into our community in house-to-house 
visitation, inviting us to attend a church 
school and worship in the Tropical Ele- 
mentary School on the following Sunday. 
On this appointed Sunday, 12 teachers 
and workers from the Riviera Church 
were present to take charge and to teach 
in the church school. Elder Joseph F. 
Dussault was present to preach at the 
11 A.M. Worship. On this first Sunday, 
52 were present for church school and 43 
for worship. The total offering on the 
first Sunday was $48.85. 

Riviera Presbyterian Church Extension 
was organized as a Presbyterian Church 
on Sunday, Feb. 12, 1956 by the Presby- 
tery of the Everglades. The church now 
has a membership of 50 and a church 
school with an average attendance of 


140, and two elders and three deacons, 
Elder Joseph F. Dussault of the Riviera 
Church continues to service as our lay- 
pastor. 

The church is now making special effort 
to purchase a five-acre tract of land at 
S. W. 48th Street and 102nd Avenue as 
a building site. The Home Mission Com- 
mittee of our Presbytery and the General 
Assembly will assist us in this effort. The 
Riviera Church has given us $1,000 toward 
the purchase of a building site. 

This new church is now contributing 
to all benevolent causes of the church. It 
is using our Presbyterian graded litera- 
ture in all departments of the church 
school. 

This newly-organized church is very 
grateful to the Riviera Church; to the 
pastor; to the session; to the deacons; to 
the church members and visitors, who 
have had a part in helping to establish 
this church. The pastor of the Riviera 
Presbyterian Church is the Rev. John D. 
Henderson. 


Miami, Fla. 


Celebrating 1961 


To THE OUTLOOK: 
Please look forward each day to cele- 
brating in Augusta in 1961. Let us glorify 
God, not man. Thank him for this branch 
of the church and that we are all united 
in Christ. Plan doing as much for the 
next generations as the Reformers did 
for us. 
T. Suep Ciark (elder, who had a 
part in the 75th anniversary here 
in Augusta). 

Augusta, Ga. 


Mrs. H. E. DALLAs. 





It is a common practice to observe the 
anniversary of a marriage, but I have 
never heard of commemorating a divorce. 
It would be exceedingly difficult for many 
of us to observe such an anniversary with 
any enthusiasm. 


Houston, Texas. 


Judas’ Bribe 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

In the March 18 lesson the Sunday 
school lesson in THE OvuTLOOK says that 
the 30 pieces of silver given Judas for 
the betrayal of Jesus is the equivalent of 
about $200 in our money. Most of the 
members of our class thought this was 
MILLERSBURG, Ky. 


JAMES R. BULLOCK. 


too high. ... 

NOTE—They were right. The type- 
writer hit an additional zero, making 
200 where it should have been 20, and 
no one caught the error—except perhaps 
in Millersburg!—EbpITors. 


Massanetta Open House 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I am sure that your readers, especially 
in the Synod of Virginia, would like to 
know that Sunnyside Presbyterian Home, 
located at Massanetta Springs near Har- 
risonburg, Virginia is planning “Open 
House,” at the home during the week of 
April 22-27. The home will be open to 
our friends and visitors on Sunday from 
2 to 4:30 P.M. and Monday to Friday from 
10 to 11:30 A.M. and 2:30 to 5 P.M. 

Although our guests at Sunnyside Home, 
Danville, were moved into their new 
quarters on October 18, 1955 the building 
was not fully completed until February 
and we now are anxious for our many 
friends in the Synod to see the home their 
generosity has provided. 

JAMES S. ALBERTSON. 
Massanetta Springs, Va. 


privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 


Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 
night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. . ; ’ - 








me Th tw & «= aa tent tet Oe Ot — as a oe pw 


po =—- pi ~*~ Ff —_— *- 45 - bel ws 45 


_ | 


4a O 0 by Set Rh OCOD 


=) 


—_ 


ons, 
iera 
lay- 


ffort 
1 at 
e as 
Yom- 
eral 

The 
vard 


iting 
h. It 
tera- 
urch 


very 
the 
; 
who 
blish 
viera 
n D. 


we 


cele- 
orify 
anch 
nited 
* the 
» did 


la 
ere 


e the 
have 
rorce. 
many 
with 


inday 
_ that 
s for 
nt of 
f the 
} was 
Ky. 


type- 
aking 
, and 
rhaps 


cially 
ike to 
Home, 
' Har- 
“Open 
ek of 
yen to 
' from 
r from 


Home, 
new 
ilding 
yruary 
many 
> their 


‘SON. 


utlook 
)-9492; 








Lhe JOresboterian Outlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


CONTINUING THE PRESBYTERIAN TRIBUNE 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol. 138. No. 16. April 23, 1956. 


1 North Sixth St., Richmond 10, Virginia 





Protestants Seen Lagging 
In Desegregation Move 


New York (RNS)—Protestants lag far 
behind Roman Catholics in eliminating 
the “‘caste system” in congregations, Buell 
G. Gallagher, president of City College 
and an ordained Congregational clergy- 
man, said here. 

He spoke at the 16th annual Com- 
munion breakfast of the St. George’s 
Association of the municipal Welfare 
Department. The association is a national 
Protestant group composed primarily of 
civil service employees. 

“The structure of the caste system in 
this country is nowhere more thoroughly 
observed than in the Protestant churches,” 
Dr. Gallagher said. “The high hour of 
segregation is at 11 o’clock Sunday morn- 
ing. 

Noting that there are 300,000 Catholic 
and 6,000,000 Protestant Negroes in the 
nation, he said that “99.6 per cent of the 
Protestant churches are segregated” but 
only “two-thirds of the Catholic churches 
are segregated.” In the other third, 
“Negroes go to Mass with everybody,” 
he added. 

“Is not a century of caste a long 
enough period during which to hesitate 
on the doorstep of democracy,” Dr. Gal- 
lagher asked. ‘(Deep down within them- 
selves, the defenders of white supremacy 
know they are wrong in carrying on the 
struggle against the inevitable.” 


World Missions Receipts 
Move Far Ahead of List 


With an assigned quota of 50.8% of 
all Presbyterian, U. S., Assembly benev- 
olences, World Missions receipts for the 
first quarter, through March 31, have 
passed 61% of the total. Of all regular 
benevolences received ($811,309), the 
Nashville board had passed $491,537 
compared with $313,772 for all the oth- 
ers. Here are records of the agencies 
with amounts received in the same period 
iast year shown in parentheses: 

Annuities and Relief (Atlanta), $86,977 


($55,869); 20% of the year’s budget com- 
pared with 13% at the same time in 1955. 

Christian Education (Richmond), $44,- 
809 ($32,683); 8.3% (6%). 

Church Extension (Atlanta), $110,097 
($87,320); 7.9% (6.24%). 

General Fund (Atlanta), $69,537 ($57,- 
166); 8.2% (7.35%); Interchurch Agen- 
Cies, $2,352 ($1,838); 10.8% (9.33%). 

World Mission (Nashville), $497,537 
($396,904); 15% (12%). 


DELINQUENCY PROBLEMS GROW OUT 
OF ADULT FAILURES, SAYS COUNCIL 


With its major attention directed to 
problems of delinquency, the Presby- 
terian, U. S., Council on Christian Re- 
lations this year addresses itself to the 
church’s relationship to the problem. 
(For excerpts, see cover.) 

Growing out of an overture in 1955 
from Lexington Presbytery, the report is 
based upon the conviction that “juvenile 
delinquency is an evidence of adult fail- 
ures.” 

While it shows the contribution of 
various home and community factors in 
delinquency, the council also declares that 
individuals cannot escape ultimate re- 
sponsibility. It will not do, it says, to 
blame ‘“‘the government” or other institu- 
tions. Instead, individuals must recog- 
nize and assume their own obligations in 
regard to the problem. 

In its anaiysis of major causes of de- 
linquency, the report stresses the basic 
involvement of homes as the greatest con- 
tributing factor. It points to bad hous- 
ing conditions, adult disrespect for law, 
broken homes, alcohol, working mothers, 
lack of or improper discipline, lack of 
reverence for life, and a lack of Christian 
faith and experience on the part of 
parents. 

Community conditions that make for 
delinquency, it is pointed out, include 
irresponsible leadership; inadequate fa- 
cilities; cultural, economic and racial dis- 
crimination. 


Mass media of communication and 


modern means of transporation also con- 
tribute to the problem, says the council. 

As to prevention, the report lists re- 
sponsibilities of the church and the in- 
dividual. 

The church as a fellowship has unique 
opportunities through the prophetic min- 
istry of the pastor, the reception of new 
members (where they really come to un- 
derstand ‘the social implications of com- 
mitment to Christ”), the teaching pro- 
gram, and in common worship. In its 
evangelistic program the church must 
reach out for every person in the com- 
munity; it must provide an atmosphere 
and facilities to meet total needs; it must 
help to reclaim delinquents; it must pro- 
vide needed specialized services; it must 
help to draw and keep families together; 
it must cooperate with community agen- 
cies. 

Individuals are challenged by the re- 
port to make much of their contacts with 
youth, to work for well-staffed schools 
that serve the varied needs of the pupils, 
to support community programs of pub- 
lic recreation, to see to it that court and 
police agencies are operated by well 
trained and understanding personnel, to 
aid in restoring delinquents to construc- 
tive opportunities, to support programs 
that help create a wholesome environment 
and to fulfill the obligations of citizen- 
ship in public office. 

The council asks that its report be ap- 
proved and commended for study and for 
wide distribution among the churches. 


The Inquiring Reporter asks about 


Women and Ordination 


In view of the report of the U.S. Assembly’s ad interim committee 
on the status of women in the church (OUTLOOK, March 19), what 
action do you think the 1956 Assembly should take? 


T. E. Vertcu, Starkville, Miss., elder 
—The Assembly should adopt the rec- 
ommendations. 

Marion A. Boccs, Second church, 
Little Rock, Ark., pastor—I think the As- 
sembly should approve the report and 
send it down to the presbyteries for their 
advice and consent. 

W. L. Lorn, Orange, Va., elder—I 
agree with the committee’s report and 
think the Assembly should adopt it. But 


it won’t give the women any more voice 
than they have now! 

W. M. Boyce, Sardis church, Char- 
lotte, N. C., pastor—In view of the strong 
support of an unbiased exegesis of the 
New Testament and the very vigorous 
argument from the angle of loyalty and 
efficiency, I think the Assembly should 
recognize the right of Christian women 
to serve Christ and his church in official 
areas. In the underscoring of two or 








three Scriptural passages to relegate the 
women to secondary positions, it is diffi- 
cult to see how the advocates of those 
interpretations are able to endorse women 
as teachers in the church school. The 
great invitations to Christian steward- 
ship are limited only by our answers. 

G. T. GrL_espte, Jackson, Miss., re- 
tired minister—There is not a shadow of 
Scriptural warrant for the ordination 
of women to the offices of minister, or 
elder or deacon. . . . As a rule, women 
are not to be invited or expected to lead 
in public worship in mixed assemblies, 
or to speak with any assumption of 
divine or ecclesiastical authority. Occa- 
sional exceptions to this rule may be 
allowable without doing violence to the 
principle involved, but the privilege 
should be exercised with due caution and 
restraint, lest wrong precedents be es- 
tablished and human wisdom and ex- 


pediency be followed rather than the 
Word of God. . . . Ample warrant is 
found in Scripture, and in the blessing 
of God which has rested upon the labors 
of Godly women in all ages, for women 
to serve as leaders and teachers of other 
women and of children and youth groups, 
as lay workers in mission fields at home 
and abroad, and in countless other service 
activities in homes, churches, schools and 
communities. Truly the wise, capable, 
devoted, Christian woman will never lack 
opportunities for the employment of all 
her God-given talents in the service of 
the Master and his church, nor indeed 
will she ever be deprived of the honor 
which she so richly deserves; but with 
one voice, every man of us will rise up to 
call her blessed. 

Jos. L. Auten, Lakeside church, 
Richmond, Va., pastor—It should ap- 
prove the report and its recommendations 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by ministers 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Richard 
S. Blair, Westminster church, Rochester, 
N. Y.; Charles C. Berryhill, First church, 
Niagara Falls, N. Y.; and John H. Marion, 
director of the Virginia Council on Human 
Relations. 


PREACHING THE BIBLE 


Why do preachers usually preach 
from parts of the Bible instead of from 
other great works of literature? 


Bair: The textbook of the preacher 
is the Bible; it is the Christian’s text- 
book. The Bible is the inspired Word 
of God and first, last and always that 
is the most important word a true preach- 
er of the gospel of Jesus Christ has to 
offer. In the city of Pittsburgh, Pa., one 
of the great preachers of the American 
pulpit filled his church morning and 
evening through the years. The secret 
of his power and of the high attendance 
at his services is that he preached the 
Word of the living God and related it to 
present-day needs. People can read their 
newspapers; they can read all kinds of 
literature; they are doing much reading 
today in the so-called secular field. When 
they come to the church they need to hear 
the Word of God because they are not 
reading that every day. 

BERRYHILL: I had the privilege of be- 
ing in the midst of a large gathering of 
worshippers for a week. On the opening 
Sunday morning 7,000 people heard a 
guest preacher, a chaplain, in an amphi- 
theater where he continued to preach for 
a week at 8:30 each morning. During that 
week the chaplain referred very little to 
the Scriptures in his preaching. The 
result, as I observed it, was that a crowd 
that began at 7,000 dwindled to 500 on 


4 


Friday. I believe the answer to this loss 
was not in the fact that the minister was 
not an able preacher; I believe he was 
not using the right material; he was 
avoiding or neglecting the Scriptures. 


WHERE IS GOD? 
Where is God? 


Marion: This is a hard question. In 
some ways it is impossible to answer. 
As children, I suppose, most of us go 
through a period of thinking of God as 
a person like ourselves, and we tend to 
picture him as somewhere up in the sky, 
maybe sitting on a big beautiful throne 
after the manner of a king. Our Christian 
faith bids us believe that “God is spirit” 
and also that “God is everywhere.” 
Both teachings are hard to understand. 
As individuals we are persons that are 
housed in physical bodies, and we can 
be in only one place, physically, at any 
one time. If President Eisenhower is in 
Gettysburg, he can’t be in Washington, 
and if he is in Washington he can’t 
be in Gettsyburg. When Christianity 
says that ‘God is everywhere” it means 
for us to understand this teaching, not 
in a geographical sense, but in a spiritual 
sense. 

So we might put it this way: Where 
confused men stand in need of light, God 
is there to give wisdom and guidance. 
Where sinful men cry for cleansing and 
restoration, God is there to bestow mercy 
and forgiveness. Wherever people are 
acting and working to make truth and 
beauty and goodness prevail, there God 
is to sustain them and to cooperate with 
them in their deeds and labors. In short, 
wherever men need God, and wherever by 
faith and trust they are willing to call 
God to their side, there God is to give 
them the sort of spiritual help that often 
spells the difference between success and 
failure, between defeat and victory. 


with instructions that the report be print- 
ed and made available for distribution. 
Women have been taught “their place” 
in our church as well as has the South- 
ern Negro in society. Few women feel 
that they have the right or the capability 
to hold church office. The church has a 
job of re-education. 

JAMes R. Buttock, Second church, 
Houston, Texas, pastor—Favorable ac- 
tion on this report would be in harmony 
with our present leadership practice and 
our Christian faith in the value of the 
individual. 


| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Reaching Toward God. Many people 
would like to draw closer to God but do 
not know how to do it. The church will 
help such people see God in everything— 
in the air we breathe, in the food we eat, 
in the song of a bird, in the fragrance of 
a rose, in the voice of a friend. This life 
is filled with God’s miracles, and the 
church teaches us to see and appreciate 
them. 


“Charge It.” The Christian Century 
has rendered a notable service by warning 
its readers of the civic and moral danger 
in too much buying on credit. The ease 
with which people buy and “charge it” 
shows a deplorable lack of discipline. 
The craze for autos is a potent factor. 
Church people must be on guard against 
this drift toward irresponsibility, for it 
is a form of bad stewardship. 


Smart Titles. How can we stop the 
drift toward smart and undignified titles 
for sermons? In earlier days one would 
hear sermons on “His Unfailing Love,” 
or ““My Father’s House,” or “The Glory 
of God.” Too frequently in these latter 
days it is apt to be “Sixty Miles an 
Hour,” or “Three Men on Base” or 
“Dark Glasses.” Often the smart title, 
such as ‘“Two for a Nickel,” conveys no 
hint of the subject matter. What we need 
is less smartness and more richness, dig- 
nity, depth of meaning and real spirit- 
uality. 


Robbery by Church Boys. Three 
members of a Silver Spring (Md.) church 
basketball team, whose auto broke down 
on the way to a tournament, decided to 
hold up a bank. Caught by the police, 
one of the boys explained lightly that it 
was “only pent-up energy that had to be 
burned.” The fathers of these boys should 
use their own pent-up energy on a certain 
part of the boys’ anatomy in a way that 
would make them eat their meals off the 
shelf for a week. 


A New Policy Needed. “But the 
world moves and changes constantly. It 
is no dispersion on NATO .. . to recog- 
nize that we are . . . in a new period 
which needs new policies.”—New York 
Times. 
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@ Second part of a report to the Montreat Assembly 


On Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage 


EDITORS’ NOTE—The Presbyte- 
rian, U. S., committee studying the ques- 
tion of marriage, divorce and re-marriage, 
after two years of work on a re-committed 
report, has found that it cannot agree 
upon a procedure for the church that 
would seem to solve the problem. There- 
fore, the results of the study are presented 
(OuTLooK, Apr. 16); here are the areas 
of agreement and disagreement; next 
week, the recommendations and a discus- 
sion of the Matthew passages. 


AREAS OF AGREEMENT 


1. The divine intention for marriage, 
as set forth in the Scriptures, is the one- 
flesh union of one man and one woman so 
long as they both shall live. In the Bible, 
marriage is a commitment of one life 
to another which rests ultimately not on 
romantic love but on fidelity to a rela- 
tionship freely entered into for life. In 
setting forth the divine intention, the 
Bible allows no place for divorce and 
remarriage for any reason. (See Adden- 
dum.) ‘Between two people confessing 
Christ and serving him in the Spirit, 
divorce is unthinkable, and neither Christ 
nor Paul contemplates it.” 

2. The apostolic injunction to marry 
“only in the Lord” should be proclaimed 
without apology and impressed upon our 
young people by every possible means. 
This is none other than to quicken the 
thought and obedience of our people to 
the present statement in the Confession 
of Faith that: 

“It is the duty of Christians to marry 
only in the Lord. And, therefore, such as 
profess the true reformed religion should 
not marry with infidels, Romanists, or 
any idolators; neither should such as are 
godly be unequally yoked, by marrying 
with such as are notoriously wicked in 
their life, or maintain dangerous here- 
sies.” 

3. The church and the home should do 
all in their power to inculcate youth with 
the divine intention in marriage before 
they marry, and preferably before they 
become involved with prospective mates. 
Brief premarital counseling after young 
people have courted, fallen in love, and 
become engaged, is too slight and too late 
to achieve its ends if the couple involved 
have not come to that hour through a 
course based on Christian conviction. 
Pulpit, Sunday school, youth meetings, 
summer conferences, study groups, liter- 
ature—all the resources of these and other 
channels should be used to confront our 
young people with the Christian meaning 
of marriage in early adolescence, in order 
to combat with all the power at our com- 
mand the popular idea that marriage is 
a mere contract which may be broken 
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at will by the consent of the parties, and 
that should the marriage not prove happy, 
divorce with the possibility of remarriage 
is an honorable and easy way out. As 
society makes divorce and remarriage 
more and more easy and socially accept- 
able, the church must, as did the Apos- 
tolic church in a degenerate pagan society 
with easy divorce standards quite like 
our own, insist all the more for her own 
people on the divine intention of the 
indissolubility of marriage, save by 
death. 


Church’s Part Is Unauthorized 

4. The function of the minister in le- 
galizing marriage for the state places the 
church in an anomalous position vis-a-vis 
the state at this point. Your committee 
can find no specific scriptural basis for 
the part the church now plays in con- 
summating a marriage. We cannot find 
that either prophet, priest, rabbi, or 
apostle performed marriages. Ancient 
weddings were, of course, frequently ac- 
companied by ceremonies with religious 
significance, at which religious leaders 
may have been present, as Jesus was pres- 
ent at the wedding in Cana. But we 
have found no evidence that the legality 
of the wedding depended on either their 
presence or participation. The question 
poses itself whether the part the church 
now plays in weddings is a mere continu- 
ation of a custom developed in the Roman 
Church, and whether, when the Reform- 
ers denied that marriage was a sacrament, 
they should have reconsidered also the 
whole relation of the church to marriages. 
In any case, in a society organized as at 
present, when the legality of marriage 
is solely dependent on the state, it seems 
worthy of consideration whether it would 
not be better for the church to remove 
itself from the role of determining fitness 
for marriage, and of performing legal 
ceremonies for the state, and reserve its 
function to seeking God’s mercy and bene- 
diction on what a couple and the state 
have decided. In this way, some of the 
insoluble ethical decisions faced by the 
church might be obviated, and the church 
left more free to bear her witness to the 
meaning of Christian marriage without 
the inconsistencies in practice which now 
prevail. 

5. The Christian minister should not 
give the blessing of the church to any 
marriage where there is not the clear in- 
tention to found a Christian home. At 
this point, the action of our ministers 
should be brought into accord with the 
teaching of the Confession of Faith set 
forth in No. 2 above. The Christian 
view of marriage cannot be made appeal- 


ing to the natural man. Men must be- 
come members of the “new order” in 
which Jesus reigns as Lord before Chris- 
tian marriage can have any meaning for 
them. It is only on these terms that 
Christian ministers should officiate at 
weddings. 

6. Situations may, and sometimes do, 
arise in marriage which compel the sep- 
aration, temporary or permanent, between 
husband and wife. The Bible envisages 
the possibility of extreme cases of this 
sort, where separation is the lesser of 
two evils, but this is to be considered 
a concession to the weakness and sinful- 
ness of man, and not an ideal solution. 


AREA OF DISAGREEMENT 


Disagreement arises at the point of 
what the church should do when those 
who have failed to fulfill the divine in- 
tention in marriage present themselves 
for remarriage following divorce. 

The present teaching of our Confes- 
sion of Faith which allows remarriage 
following divorce for “adultery, or such 
willful desertion as can no way be rem- 
edied by the church or civil magistrate,” 
seems to be unsatisfactory on two 
grounds. First, there has been unrest in 
the church over this section of the Con- 
fession at least since 1928, culminating 
in the action of the General Assembly of 
1945 requesting a study which would 
recommend ‘‘changes in these laws that 
the Committee, after such study, may 
deem wise and proper.” Secondly, recent 
biblical study voices almost unanimous 
judgment that the biblical basis for these 
two exceptions is not valid. (See Adden- 
dum.) Some change, therefore, would 
seem to be demanded. 

But when change is contemplated, it 
seems impossible to come to any common 
mind as to what the nature of the change 
should be. Trained scholars, earnest and 
sincere, studying the same Bible and 
prayerfully seeking the guidance of the 
same Holy Spirit, have come to widely 
differing conclusions. 

While there is considerable individual 
variation with regard to specific aspects 
of the whole complex problem, two gen- 
eral trends are apparent. One group, 
basing their judgment on the total bib- 
lical teaching on marriage, as well as 
on the specific words of Jesus and Paul, 
feel that if the doctrine of the church is 
to be based on the Bible alone, it must 
bear consistent witness to the fact that 
marriage is indissoluble on any grounds 
save death. In the light of this, the 
church can never bless the remarriage 
of divorced persons, so long as their first 
partners live. 








Others, basing their judgment on the 
opinion that the Bible does not offer spe- 
cific ethical guidance at this point, and 
that the spirit and total teachings of our 
Lord, as well as the practical realities of 
life and the demands of Christian justice 
brand the above view as literalistic and 
legalistic, hold with strong conviction 
that the Christian doctrine of forgiveness 
implies that repentance for past failure 
and the Christian intention to make a 
new union. succeed, are justifiable 
grounds for the remarriage of divorced 
persons. 

It is evident that no statement regard- 
ing the remarriage of divorced persons 
can be satisfactory to both these groups. 
If the present statement is unsatisfactory, 
and no satisfactory substitute statement 
can at present be found, your committee 
could see no other way out of the dilemma 
than by offering, hopefully and prayer- 
fully, the following recommendations. . . . 

NEXT WEEK—The recommendations 
and an addendum dealing with the Mat- 
thew passages which have traditionally 
been considered to permit divorce on the 
grounds of infidelity will appear... . 
Were the Matthew portions really a part 
of Jesus’ teaching? 


GUEST EDITORS 


Dishonest Driving 

Twice recently I have been taken to 
speaking engagements in private auto- 
mobiles. 

The first time was by a Baptist deacon. 
Although most of the distance was over 
a soft gravel road the deacon held his 
1953 Chevrolet sedan at 70 miles per 
hour. The necessity of a sudden stop 
on that surface would have spun the car 
and rolled it at least three times. 

The second time was by a Baptist 
preacher, We were on one of the busiest 
highways in America. True it was four- 
lane, but heavily crowded. The preach- 
er kept the speedometer on his 1950 
Pontiac at 75 miles per hour. He says 
he once flew jet planes for the air force. 
I believe him. 

In both cases the legal speed limit was 
65 miles per hour. Ordination to the 
Baptist ministry or deaconship does not 
carry with it special permission to violate 
the laws of the land, including the traffic 
laws. You may be on the way to heaven, 
brother, but you don’t have to rush the 
matter. And death is so permanent. 

Slow down, brethren. Slow down!— 
Jack L, Gritz in The Baptist Program. 

* 2 6 
LET US acknowledge openly that Holy 

Writ draws no dividing lines or walls 
between the races of the world.... Ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, everyone is my 
neighbor, and if this is so I must asso- 
ciate with him.—B. B. Keer of South 
Africa. 
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Korean-American Program Begins 


Adoption Time Is Short 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN, Jr. 


RESBYTERIAN cooperation in the 

big drive to expedite Korean-Ameri- 
can orphan adoption before the Refugee 
Relief Act expires next December was 
highlighted at K-16 airfield on the Han 
River here as John Coventry Smith took 
off aboard Northwest Airline’s through 
flight to Seattle with two appealing Ko- 
rean-American tots on his lap. 

Winding up a visit to Thailand, Hong 
Kong, Japan and Korea for the Presby- 
terian Board of Foreign Missions and 
the Foreign Missions Division of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ 
in America, Dr. Smith volunteered to 
escort the youngsters to Chicago, where 
their new parents were waiting to meet 
them, when he learned from Presbyterian 
missionaries that for lack of an escort, 
children were waiting with all their 
papers completed. The third child who 
was ready was postponed at the last min- 
ute because of breaking out with chicken- 
pox. 


Progress Now Being Made 

Missionaries and officials seeing Dr. 
Smith and the children off at the runway 
at Seoul’s colorful mountain-surrounded 
airport were visibly relieved to see the 
progress now being made in the orphan- 
adoption program under which families 
in the United States can adopt Korean 
or Korean-American orphans and bring 
them into the United States for perma- 
nent residence in their new family. Long 
slowed down by delays and misunder- 
standings, the bridge between orphans 
and adopting parents is now open for 
full traffic, thanks to the combined efforts 
of the Volunteer Welfare Agencies in 
the United States, the Korean Ministry 
of Social Welfare, the Refugee Relief 
section of the State Department, and in- 
terested individuals in the Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Oriental and Seventh-Day 
Adventist Missions. 

Interested prospective adopting par- 
ents, according to a spokesman for the 
Presbyterian Mission in Seoul, can now 
obtain full information from Mr. Harry 
Holt, of Creswell, Oregon, as to the 
procedure now in operation. Mr. Holt, 
an earnest Christian layman and retired 
farmer-lumberman, received unexpected 
national publicity last year when he ar- 
rived back home from Korea with eight 
orphans for his own home as well as four 
for two other families, and is now devot- 
ing his time and resources to a carefully- 
worked out plan to help Christian fam- 
MR. FOREMAN is a Presbyterian USA mis- 
sionary in Seoul, Korea. Mrs. Foreman is 


the Mission’s representative in the orphan 
adoption program. 





ilies through the paper work involved in 
the Korean courts where the adoptions 
take place under power of attorney fur- 
nished by the adopting parents. 


Write Mr. Holt 


In Korea, representatives of the regu- 
lar missions work in close cooperation 
both with Mr. Holt’s representative, 
Harry Larson, and with the Korean gov- 
ernment’s Ministry of Social Affairs. 
Qualified families are being encouraged 
to write directly to Mr. Holt at his home 
in Creswell, Oregon, as the time is run- 
ning short for hundreds of Korean- 
American orphans whose only hope of 
opportunity in life appears to lie in their 
being adopted in the United States under 
the Refugee Relief Act of 1953. White, 
Negro and Oriental families are all eli- 
gible under the act, and attractive chil- 
dren are available in each grouping, 
according to Mission representatives in 
orphanage work here. 


Presbyterian-Anglican 
Talks Are Recommended 


MELBOURNE (RNS)—Action aimed at 
promoting talks on closer relations be- 
tween Presbyterians and Anglicans in 
Victoria state was taken here by the 
ecumenical affairs committee of the Pres- 
byterian Church of Victoria. 

It recommended that the next General 
Assembly of the Victoria Presbyterian 
Church initiate an approach to the 
Church of England in the state. 

Noting that conversations have been 
going on for several years between the 
Church of England, the Church of Scot- 
land, the Presbyterian Church of Eng- 
land and the Episcopal Church in Scot- 
land, the committee said the way should 
be prepared for the creation of a body 
here to study and, if possible, implement 
any statement or recommendation result- 
ing from these discussions. 


Christian Science Bill 
Vetoed in Mississippi 


Jackson, Miss. (RNS)—Governor J. 
P. Coleman vetoed a bill that would have 
exempted Christian Scientists from at- 
tending required health education classes 
in public schools. 

The governor said he did not believe 
“any church should be allowed to dictate 
what shall be taught or what shall not 
be taught in public schools any more 
than the state should have the right to 
dictate the religious beliefs of any church 
when taught in the church itself.” 
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Social Issues in the South 
Get C-R Council's Attention 


The Council on Christian Relations 
would draw the attention of the General 
Assembly to a number of developments 
in the area of Christian Relations during 
the past year. The influx of industry 
into the South has continued at a rapid 
pace, resulting in a movement of popu- 
lation from rural to urban centers. The 
movement of industry to the South has 
increased the need for labor-management 
relationships on the basis of mutual un- 
derstanding and respect. 

This points up the need for the church 
to be concerned with the welfare of people 
whether in labor or in management, in 
order that these people may have a com- 
mon basis for mutual understanding and 
respect. 


Some Ministers Forced Out 

The past year has seen increased racial 
tension in certain states of the South. 
Several incidents have done damage to 
relationships between the races which 
have led, in some cases, to a loss of com- 
munication between them. 

A number of ministers have been both 
directly and indirectly compelled to re- 
linquish their pastorates for other 
churches or for other fields of labor be- 
cause of the pressure from their congrega- 
tion and community. Efforts to curb 
freedom of assembly and of speech have 
made their appearance in a number of 
areas. This is to be greatly deplored, 


inasmuch as such action is out of har- 
mony both with our Presbyterian heri- 
tage and the American ideal of freedom. 

There have been numerous examples of 
courageous witnessing both by pastors 
and by laymen to their Christian com- 
mitment to Christ and his church. The 
area of race relations continues to be one 
in which all Christians are called upon 
to use every opportunity for lessening 
tension and for creating goodwill and 
understanding. The church may well be 
the factor which will determine the future 
of the South. 

One encouraging report relating to cit- 
izenship is that Phenix City, Alabama, 
has been voted the Number One City in 
America in achievement during the past 
year, which helps us to see what an 
aroused community can do in overcom- 
ing wickedness in high places. 

Christians are being tested today as 
they have not been tested in a long while. 
If the church, being weighed in the bal- 
ance, is not found wanting during these 
days of opportunity, we can be encour- 
aged to believe that the much hoped-for 
spiritual awakening has begun. God 
grant that this may be so. 


Recommendations to the Assembly 


1. That Overture 46 from Lexington 
Presbytery to the 1955 General Assembly, 
reading as follows: “That the General 
Assembly go on record as opposing: (a) 


George Whitfield 


George Whitfield preached to ten mil- 
lion persons in the thirty-four years of 
his ministry. And this in an age when 
travel and communication were difficult, 
and without the aid of amplifier, radio 
and television ! 

He was born in Gloucester, England, 
in 1714 and died in 1770. He grew 
up in a tavern in a family where the chief 
source of income was from the sale of 
liquor. At eighteen he entered Oxford, 
earning his way by doing menial work. 
Coming under the influence of Charles 
and John Wesley, he was active in the 
work of the Holy Club. By the age of 
twenty-three he was a famous preacher, 
speaking with unequaled eloquence to 
vast throngs of people. In 1738 he made 
the first of seven trips to America, en- 
gaging in evangelistic work in Georgia 
and founding an orphans’ home. On 
returning to England, he preached to 
huge crowds outdoors, most of the 
churches now being closed to him and to 
the Wesleys. He made repeated tours of 
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England, Scotland and Wales. Unlike 
John Wesley, he had no gift for organ- 
ization, no executive ability, and devoted 
himself to itinerant preaching, “being 
without a superior in the history of the 
English pulpit.” In America the effec- 
tiveness of his preaching surpassed even 
that of Jonathan Edwards. From Boston 
to Savannah he made converts and 
brought new vitality to the churches. 


In many ways Whitfield was a child 
of his age. He accepted chattel slavery, 
looking upon it as a divine institution, 
welcoming it as a source of support for 
his orphanage. “Blessed be God, the 
purchase is made. One Negro has been 
given to me; some more I purpose to pur- 
chase this week.” 

In the midst of his seventh American 
tour, he was stricken, and was buried 
in Old South Presbyterian Church, New- 
buryport, Mass. One biographer speaks 
of “his sublime audacity in the cause of 
the gospel.” 


........ by Kirby Page 


beer and liquor advertising on radio and 
television, and in newspapers and maga- 
zines; (b) the type of program presented 
on radio and television which exalts the 
criminal as hero; and (c) the publishing 
and distribution of horror-sex-crime 
stories and pictures in so-called comic 
books,” be answered as follows: 

A. That the General Assembly go on 
record as deeply deploring (a) the wide 
advertising of beer and liquor through 
the channel of radio, television, news- 
papers and magazines; (b) the publishing 
and distributing of horror-sex-crime 
stories in any format. 

B. That church members be urged to 
use their influence in the local community 
to arouse sentiment against such adver- 
tisements and publications, both through 
group and individual channels, and to 
protest to the agencies which promote 
such practices. 

2. That the report of the Council on 
Christian Relations to the General As- 
sembly, entitled “The Church’s Relation- 
ship to Community Delinquency Prob- 
lems,” be approved and commended for 
study and for wide distribution among the 
churches. (See page 3.) 

3. That the session of each church be 
urged to appoint a committee to interpret, 
encourage and support the work of Chris- 
tian Relations. 

4. That all churches in the General As- 
sembly make use of the month of January 
for informing members of the scope of 
Christian Relations and emphasizing the 
relevance of Christian attitudes and ac- 
tions to Christian profession and living. 

5. That in their planning for 1957 the 
session of each church make provision 
for observing through study programs and 
plans affecting community life the special 
emphasis in the General Assembly for 
that year, namely, “Christian Citizenship.” 

6. That the General Assembly urgently 
call upon church leaders, both ministers 
and laymen, and church members gener- 
ally to accept their responsibility as Chris- 
tian citizens in promoting justice and 
goodwill, and in sustaining law and order 
in their local communities during these 
days of tension and transition in the 
South. 

7. That, as a necessary means of pro- 
moting right human relations and the 
democratic way of life, the General As- 
sembly suggest the use of the conference 
table where citizens, regardless of race, 
may confront their common problems with 
full and equal opportunity of expression 
in seeking a solution to them. 

8. That the General Assembly engage 
in prayer for the guidance and blessing 
of God upon our nation in these days of 
crisis and decision; and upon the church 
that a true witness to the redemptive 
power of God, both in individual and cor- 
porate life, may be given. 
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EDITORIAL 
Objective: 200,000 Ministers 


Plans are reported progressing on a 
new conservative publication which, as 
now projected, will appear next fall. 
Taking over an older Fundamentalist 
name from a former journal, it is to be 
called Christianity Today. 

Said to be the brain-child of L. Nel- 
son Bell, Presbyterian, U. S., physician 
and elder of Montreat and Asheville, 
N. C., the publication also has had the 
interest and support of his son-in-law, 
the evangelist, Billy Graham, though re- 
ports are that the Graham connection 
with it is to be kept in the background. 
In fact, it is declared that if such con- 
nection is claimed it will be denied. How- 
ever, people close to the development say 
that Graham efforts have resulted in most 
of the finances behind the venture— 
a reported $400,000 from J. Howard 
Pew, Philadelphia layman, and other 
smaller sums. 

Pattern for the journal is to be The 
Christian Century—in reverse. That is, 
it will seek to take the opposite side and 
to overcome the influence exerted by that 
non-denominational weekly, though 
Christianity Today is to appear, it is 
thought, monthly. 

It is to be distributed free of charge 
to 200,000 American ministers under 
what is known as controlled circulation 
at a mailing cost minimum of 1¢ per 
copy. Such distribution is not eligible 
for the low second-class mailing rates 
because postal laws allow a publication 
to be sent second-class only when an 
actual subscription has been paid. The 
mailing cost of 200,000 copies of such 
a publication will be about $2,500 an 
issue. 

Washington, D. C., will be the head- 
quarters of the publication and a list of 
conservative or Fundamentalist ministers 
will be associated in the editorial effort 
along with economic and political con- 
servatives among the laymen. President 
Carl Henry of Fuller Seminary is report- 














ed as planning to take off a year from his 
duties to serve as editor of the magazine 
but while he is a theological conservative 
he is far removed from the economic or 
political point-of-view of the venture’s 
chief financial backer. 

What will be the tone and major con- 
cern of such an editorial enterprise will 
doubtless be looked upon with consider- 
able interest. 


Youth and Adventure 
From 88 Years’ Experience 


James E. Clarke is an amazing man. 
Now 88 years old, he has written a book, 
just published, called Youth and the 
Church.* 

Dr. Clarke has written occasionally for 
THE OUTLOOK, since the merger with 
The Tribune. Earlier he was editor of 
The Presbyterian Advance (1910-34) 
before it became The Presbyterian Trib- 
une. He was, still earlier, in the Cum- 
berland Church. 

During the turbulent Fundamentalist 
controversy of the ’20s Dr. Clarke wrote 
with clarity and vigor to help his readers 
understand what the real issues were. 
In his retirement, living in the midst of 
a student center in Nashville, he kept 
close contacts with young people for 
many years, teaching a student class on 
Sundays. 





*Christopher Publishing House, Boston, 
Mass., 79 pp., $2. 


WHEN ‘PREVENT’ 


In his new book, with the same long- 
time concern for clarity of expression, he 
has chosen as its sub-title, “Simplicity 
in Christ,” and he has attempted to ex- 
plain what young people must know if 
they are to have a true understanding of 
the church. 

One chapter, “When the Paraclete 
Comes,” appeared here last July 4. 


Here is an indication of the book’s 
spirit and message: 


“Just here seems to be the fundamental 
cause of youth’s discontent with the 
church. In every other field the student 
is urged to investigate. He is turned into 
a laboratory and told to find out for him- 
self. But it must be admitted that all too 
often the church has pursued a different 
policy, assuming that all truth in the 
sphere of religion has been revealed and 
accurately interpreted—in spite of many 
conflicting interpretations. Yet the meth- 
od of Jesus was that of the laboratory— 
‘Come and see.’ ... The spirit of ad- 
venturous faith still exists, even if all 
young people do not see it... . Thank God 
that youth still has the spirit of inquiry. 
... If students really want high adventure 
and are willing to pay the price, let them 
consecrate themselves to the task of mak- 
ing the kind of church which .. . ‘will 
adequately meet the spiritual needs of 
a more comprehensively trained mental- 
i,” 


Dr. Clarke lives at 914 Battery Lane, 
Nashville 4, Tenn. Old friends and 
new ones may wish to write him some 
congratulatory words upon this recent 
achievement—and to order a book. 


MEANS ‘PRECEDE’ 


By LUTHER A. WEIGLE 


The word “prevent” is used fifteen times 
in the King James Version of the Old 
Testament and twice in the New Testa- 
ment but always in the now obsolete sense 
of go before, anticipate, or precede (a 
meaning immediately derived from the 
Latin prae before -+ venire to come). 
When the Psalmist says (119:147), “I 
prevented the dawning of the morning,” 
the present-day reader of the King James 
Version is mystified. He may then con- 
sult the Revised Version of 1901, where 
he will read, “I anticipated the dawning 
of the morning”—by which he will prob- 
ably understand that the writer eagerly 
looked forward to the dawn. The Re- 
vised Standard Version expresses the 
meaning of the Hebrew clearly, “I rise 
before dawn.” This is a part of the 
description of the devotional habits of 
a pious Hebrew who rises before the 
dawn to begin the day with meditation 
and prayer. In the following verse 148, 
“Mine eyes prevent the night watches” is 
now translated “My eyes are awake before 
the watches of the night.” 

When Peter came to Jesus to report 
that they were asked to pay the half- 
shekel tax, (Matthew 17:25), the King 
James Version says that Jesus “prevented 
him.” That does not mean that he kept 
Peter from speaking; it means simply that 


Jesus spoke to him first. When Paul 
tells the Thessalonians, anxious to know 
what will happen on the last great day, 
that “we which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
them which are asleep” (1 Thessalonians 
4:15 Kj), he is not thinking of a pos- 
sible attempt to keep the dead in their 
tombs; he is saying simply that those 
who are alive will not precede the dead 
to the triumphant meeting with the Lord. 

In the other cases the Revised Stand- 
ard Version replaces “prevent” with 
“meet” (Psalm 21:3; 59:10; Isaiah 
21:14; Amos 9:10), ‘‘come to meet” (Job 
30:27; Psalm 79:8), “come before” 
(Psalm 88:13), “come upon” (2 Sam- 
uel 22:19 = Psalm 18:18), ‘“‘confront” 
(2 Samuel 22:6 — Psalm 18:5), “re- 
ceive” (Job 3:12), “has given to” (Job 
41:11). The Hebrew word thus trans- 
lated is gadam, the basic idea of which 
is to come or be in front or beforehand. 
The appropriate English word therefore 
depends upon the context. The King 
James Version translated gadam, in 
eleven other instances, by “meet,” “come 
before,” “go before,” “disappoint,” and 
“before.” I will send a list of these 
instances, with chapter and verse num- 
bers, to any one who requests it. 
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No. 12 in a Series on the Christian Doctrine of Rewards 


IS THE NEW TESTAMENT INCONSISTENT? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Y THIS TIME we have already 
Bo ccowered one of the three questions 
put at the very beginning of this whole 
discussion. Is goodness really good when 
it is done for the sake of the reward? 
In the light of all we have seen, the 
answer clearly is No. ‘This does not 
mean there are no rewards on earth or 
in heaven; it does not mean we are sin- 
ful when we think about rewards or 
believe that God is the Rewarder of those 
who diligently seek him. It does simply 
mean that goodness done for reward’s 
sake is done for pay and is therefore no 
better than smartness or prudence, and 
just as selfish. 

Another one of those questions has also 
about answered itself. “If God’s rewards 
are finally spiritual, how can this be 
measured against material service?” The 
obvious answer is: Spiritual reward can- 
not be measured, yard-stick or weighing- 
scale fashion, against material service. 
If it could be, and if God doled out so 
many units of spiritual blessing in re- 
turn for so many units of energy or time 
or money spent in his service, then we 
should be right back in a doctrine of 
merit-and-payment, a “religion” where 
man squeezes out of God so much for 
so much, a religion without grace or love 
or gratitude, a pay-check religion—no 
religion at all, really, only a series of 
deals. If we have really grasped what 
spiritual reward is, we can see that any 
question of matching it up evenly with 
services rendered, is ridiculous. We can 
see that spiritual reward, though it weighs 
nothing, far outweighs all material serv- 
ice whatever. We can see also that the 
real value of material service is the spirit 
behind it and in it. 


UT there is another question to be 

answered: Was Jesus, and was Paul, 
consistent in teaching about rewards? 
Take Paul first. In I Cor. 13 he speaks 
of love as the supreme value and of 
genuine love as undemanding. “Walk- 
ing in love,” defined as Paul defines it 
here, would surely mean the opposite of 
seeking to be rewarded. Love seeketh not 
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even her own. Also he says, sincerely, 
that he would be willing to lose his 
eternal salvation if only Israel might 
thereby be saved. He was not thinking 
about reward at that moment, certainly. 
On the other hand, he speaks of an im- 
perishable wreath (for victory) (I Cor. 
9:25) presumably for all Christians. He 
looks forward to the ‘‘crown of righteous- 
ness” which God will give to all who 
“love his appearing” (II Tim. 4:8). 

Did Paul, or did he not, look forward 
to rewards? No extraordinary amount 
of insight is needed to see that Paul was 
consistent. On the one hand, he does 
expect reward; but not of a material sort. 
No robe and harp, no front seat in 
heaven, no vision of a heavenly city 
modeled after Westchester County, New 
York. The imperishable wreath, the 
crown of righteousness, is pretty clearly 
a symbol of a spiritual fact: God will 
not finally ignore, God will finally recog- 
nize—as indeed he does all along the 
way—those who have loved and sought 
and served him. “I will acknowledge 
him before the angels,” Jesus said of 
every loyal follower; what more glitter- 
ing crown can a soul desire? 


O WE COME to the question of 

Jesus himself. Was he inconsistent ? 
In Mark 10 Jesus speaks of amazing 
material rewards in this life alone. In 
No. 10 in this series we saw reason to 
believe that Jesus never intended these 
words to be taken literally, and indeed 
centuries of experience show us that if 


we insisted that they be taken literally 
we should make Jesus out a liar; for 
these things never literally happen. Still, 
assuming that Jesus really meant spirit- 
ual, invisible rewards, he did speak of 
rewards and held them out as coming 
realities. 

On the other hand, in his every action 
it is plain that he was totally unselfish 
—more than unselfish, he was un-self- 
regarding. The last thing you could 
imagine Jesus doing would be getting 
Judas, his treasurer to send a bill to the 
woman at Sychar for that consultation, 
or to the elders of Sychar his charge for 
renovating their citizens. Jesus had his 
satisfactions, and they are adumbrated 
already in the great prophecies. “He 
shall see of the travail of his soul, and 
be satisfied.” There is joy in the pres- 
ence of God over one sinner who repents. 
The only pay God wants, and the only 
reward Jesus asks, for saving men is 
the lives of the saved. So Christ’s self- 
giving is complete, undemanding, unde- 
served, true divine agape-love. 

Is this inconsistent with all notion of 
rewards? By no means. For if the 
reward of his faithful servants is the joy 
of their Lord, on the one hand that és 
real reward, and on the other hand this 
joy is precisely the joy of forgetting self, 
the joy of being a clear channel of God’s 
love. 

That rewards are real, that finally they 
are in God’s all-wise power to give, is 
certainly taught by Christ. But to do 


any good work for the sheer and sole sake 
of being rewarded, even with spiritual 
blessings, is to be a Pharisee; it is to live 
in the kind of spirit in which one can 
neither perceive nor desire the truly high- 
est gifts of God. 
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All Church Extension Audio-Visual Aids 


As of May Ist, all Church Extension Films, 
Filmstrips, and Turnover Charts, formerly 
stocked by the Board of Church Extension in 
Atlanta, are to be ordered from the Audio- 
Visual Aids Department, Board of Christian 
Education, 8 N. 6th Street, Richmond 9, Virginia, 
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Religious Lack of 
Children Stressed 


PROVIDENCE, R. I. (RNS)—School chil- 
dren today, with every educational op- 
portunity, ‘‘get nothing in the way of the 
Word of God,” Henrietta C. Mears of 
Hollywood, Calif., religious educator 
said here. 

“And this despite the fact that all 
but two of the first 108 colleges in this 
country were founded by Christians,” she 
said. 

Dr. Mears, education director of Hol- 
lywood’s First Presbyterian church, told 
the 10th annual convention of the Na- 
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Practical help for all people interested 
in church music—choir directors, organ- 
ists, church school musicians, ministers, 
laymen. 

Faculty: Dr. Austin Lovelace, First 
Methodist Church, Evanston, Ill. Mr. The- 
odore Schaefer, National Presbyterian 
Church, Washington, D. C.. Prof. Wayne 
Bedford, Austin College, Sherman, Texas. 
Mrs. Madeline Dean Ingram, Lynchburg 
College, Lynchburg, Va. Mrs. John New- 
ton Thomas, Assembly’s Training School, 
Richmond, Va. Rev. William H. Foster, 
Jr., Trinity Presbyterian Church, Arling- 
ton, Va. Rev. Hubert Taylor, Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. Dr. 
James R. Sydnor, Assembly's Training 
School, Richmond, Va. 

Features: Inspiring classes, private con- 
ferences, demonstration adult and chil- 
dren’s choir rehearsals, exhibits of church 
music, concerts. 

For further information, write: 


Dr. James R. Sydnor 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 











tional Sunday School Association here 
that “‘we’re feeding the children nothing 
but husks—superficialities instead of 
realities.” 

“We in the church face a tremendous 
task but not a hopeless one,” she said. 
“All we have to do is teach the word of 
God. It is sufficient; you don’t have to 
add anything to it. 

“We must put God into our education 
to make it good, the schools of today 
have done so little to educate children in 
this way.” 

The Hollywood church has a Sunday 
school enrollment of 6,230. 

The convention adopted a resolution 
paying tribute to President Eisenhower 
for his ‘‘Christian leadership and spirit- 
ual guidance.” 

“The President has continually em- 
phasized spiritual values in his own life 
and by precept and example is leading 
this nation in the paths of righteousness 
and peace,” it said. 

Another resolution spoke of the Bible, 
the home altar, and family worship in 
churches and Sunday schools as “the first 
line of offense in combatting the recent 
trends of moral decline.” 

The resolution noted indications of a 
“spiritual stirring in our nation.” It 
pointed out that church membership is at 
an all-time high and Sunday school en- 
rollment and attendance is exceeding all 
previous records. 


Protestant Retreat from 
Washington Is Observed 


Los ANGELES (RNS)—E. Raymond 
Wilson, executive secretary of the Friends 
Committee on National Legislation, said 
here that there had been a “retreat of 
Protestantism” from the Washington 
scene. 
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THIS SIMPLE PLAN SOLVES 
A GIVING PROBLEM 


This free booklet gives the simple plan of how, through 
your gift to Church Extension, you can also receive a safe, 
generous and assured income for life—beginning now. 

Your gift purchases a regular annuity for you and, de- 
pending on your age, you may receive up to 7% per year 
on your investment-—regardless of prevailing business con- 
ditions. Payments are made semi-annually. The principal 
later goes to the spreading of Christianity throughout the 
South. People of all ages with large or small incomes may 


enjoy this plan. You'll want more details. 
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“The Presbyterians, Methodists, Bap- 
tists and others all have had more men 
active in the capital’s legislative picture 
in the past than they have now,” he said. 

Dr. Wilson said this “withdrawal” may 
be due to several factors. 

‘For instance, most denominations have 
to contend with a vocal opposition from 
an ultra-conservative minority,” he de- 
clared. ‘‘Again, legislative matters often 
are controversial. It may be difficult to 
decide on a denominational point of 
view.” 

Dr. Wilson, whose headquarters are 
in Washington, was interviewed here on 
the work of the committee which frankly 
refers to him as its lobbyist. 

He said he often has urged churches to 
consider Washington “ a foreign mission 
field—and to move in.” 


No Follow-Through 

The Quaker official believes most Prot- 
estant churches “are fond of passing 
beautiful resolutions” but are wary of 
following through with action to back up 
their pronouncements. 

“Churches have better means of re- 
ceiving and dispensing information to- 
day,” he said, “but their social action 
work remains weak.” 

He excepted the National Council of 
Churches from his general observation 
that Protestant churches are cautious 
about voicing convictions on controver- 
sial matters. 

But he pointed out that the National 
Council is limited in its actions and state- 
ments by the desires and positions of its 
member-communions. 

Dr. Wilson feels that 15 years of war 
and cold war have left their mark on the 
American people. 


Changed Mind-Set 


“They have materially altered the 
mind-set of the public, and made them 
much more ready to accept war, conscrip- 
tion and violence than they were in 1939,” 
he said. 

He believes this has resulted in “mak- 
ing them subject to an exaggerated na- 
tionalism and more intolerant of dis- 
senting points of view” than previously. 

“However, there has been considerable 
modification of this during the last 18 
months,” he said. ‘The tide has turned 
partly, I suppose, because of relaxing 
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international tension, a decline in the 
McCarthy influence, and some very 
staunch efforts to maintain our basic lib- 
erties and the Bill of Rights.” 


General Assembly 
Commissioners (U.S.) 


SYNOD OF OKLAHOMA 
Durant—(M)* J. S. Sleeper, Marietta; 
(E)* George Goolsby, Idabel. : 
Indian—(M) Ebenezer Hotchkin, Fal- 
furrias, Texas; (E) Dick Morton, Benning- 
“‘engene—<m) Paul D..Hanna, Lawton; 
(E) Robert L. Fienning, Duncan. 


SYNOD OF TEXAS 

Brazos—(M) John E. Parse, Pasadena; 
Hosea Rasberry, Beaumont; Oscar F. Lan- 
dry, Livingston; Irvine H. Williams, 
Orange; J. Irvin Knight, Robert D. Nolen, 
(E) Carroll A. Lewis, Roger H, Penick, 
Houston; E. J. Ezell, Huntsville; J. Grady 
Walker, Bay City; R. E. Mason, Bellaire; 
E. D. Frederick, Beaumont. 

Central Texas—(M) Harold G. Odum, 
Temple; J. W. Newton, Burnett; Thomas 
B. Gallaher, Waco; (E) Thomas W, John- 
son, Pedro Mojica, Austin; LeRoy Mas- 
sengale, Maysfield. 

Dallas—(M) L. M. Kennedy, Wichita 
Falls; John F. Anderson, Daniel A. Baker, 
E. Z. Bello, G. H. Slusser, (E) Rufus 
Sparks, Dallas, C. E. Birk, Iowa Park; 
H. D. Mouzon, McKinney; Cecil Tolbert, 
Sherman; Ed Yinger, Waxahachic. 

El Paso—(M) J. G. M. Ramsey, Bar- 
stow; Edward E. Mulliner, Tom B. Ander- 
son, Lubbock; (E) W. T. Currie, Seminole; 
Jack Vincent, Odessa; J. Robert Spencer, 
Clovis, N. Mex. 

Mid-Texas—(M) B. O. Wood, San An- 
gelo; Herbert Kann, Ft. Worth; E. A. J. 
Seddon, San Saba; (E) Walter Holliday, 
Cleburne; H. M. Cauley, Comanche; Estes 
Lynn, Ballinger. 

Paris—(M) Max C. Barton, Paris; Walter 
Lazenby, Jr., Commerce; (E) L. H. Dial, 
Kilgore; C. E. Barton, Hooks. 

Western Texas—(M) Eugene E. Wood, 
McAllen; B. Hampton Bowman, Del Rio; 
J. L. Leos, Victoria; Hugh Robertson, H. 
Richard Copeland, R. M. Armendariz, (E) 
Tom Chavez, San Antonio; Leo J. Tripp, 
Elsa; Glenn Anderson. Julius Moreno, Vic- 
toria; T. E. Bottom, Donna; Harvey Hor- 
ton, McAllen. 


SYNOD OF VIRGINIA 

East Hanover—(M) M. B. Heizer. Rawl- 
ings; W. E. Hill, Jr., Hopewell; E. J. 
Humphrey, Wallace A. Rogers, Frederick 
H. Olert, C. C. Crawford, (E) Dan Butler, 
William D. Moore, Jr., Herbert C. Peterson, 
P. Randolph Williams, J. Dallas Leith, 
Richmond; Marvin A. Turpin, Hopewell. 

Lexington—(M) Jonathan Edwards, Fair- 
field; William H. Ramkey, Bridgewater; 
H. M. Wilson, Fishersville; M. L. Sim- 
mens, Mt. Solon; Harry L. Price, (E) J. 
R. Silling, Dayton Hodges, Staunton; E. D. 
McClure, Greenville; C. W. Wade, Raphine; 
John Stephenson, Vanderpool. 

Montgomery—(M) C. F. McRae, Hamp- 
den-Sydney; E. B. McGukin, E. A. Woads, 
Lynchburg; John E. Richards, J. E. Pringle, 
(E) W. A. Trolan, Jr., V. B. Mountcastle, 
Roanoke; W. Kent Ford, Clifton Forge; 

L. Persinger, Covington; W. Bruce 
Montgomery, Lynchburg. 

Norfolk—(M) Marshall J. Pilkenton, Ira 
B Watson, Jr,, Portsmouth; John A. Wood, 
Williamsburg; Joel B. Whitten, Jr.. Samuel 
T. Harris, (E) Marion L. Whitney, J. H. 
Bonney, Norfolk; George C. King, Sr., 
Portsmouth; Frank D. Scott, Cape Charles; 
George E. Walker, Exmore. 

Potomac—(M) Robert S. Miles, Falls 
Church; William S. Smythe, Jr., Lucketts; 
Robert S. Chamberlain, Baltimore; Everett 
K. Brown, (E) John H. Walker, Alexan- 
dria; R. B. Foster, Falls Church; George G. 
Rusk, Baltimore; Harold J. Vennes, Tow- 
son. (Continued, next page) 

*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner’s name, 
his home town is the next one listed. 
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THERE’S A JOB FOR EVERYONE 


TO DO.... IN CHURCH PAPER WEEK 


If You Are a Pastor 


1. Emphasize from the pulpit 
the importance of a free church 
press in the life of the church. 


2. Arrange for a subscription 
solicitation. (Our letter to you 
suggests a method.) 


3. Assist the Women’s organ- 
izations in Church Paper Week 
activities. 


If You Are an Officer 
in Your Church 


1. Urge your fellow-officers to 
subscribe. 


2. Discuss plans for an every- 
member subscription solicitation 
with your pastor. 


3. Tell about the features and 


discussions that are found only in 
THE OUTLOOK. 


If You Are an 
OUTLOOK Reader 


1. Talk about THE OUTLOOK 
to your friends. 

2. Secure at least one new sub- 
scriber for us. 

3. Pass your paper along to a 
different friend each week, call- 
ing attention to some special item 
or feature in it. 

4. Boost THE OUTLOOK in 
your men’s or women’s groups. 

5. Tell your adult Sunday 
school classes about Dr. Thomp- 
son’s grand lessons. 


If You Are an Officer in 
the Women’s Organization 


1. Enlist your officers and 
circle leaders as OUTLOOK sub- 
scribers. 

2. Help to organize a tele- 
phone subscription canvass. 

3. Write us for display copies 
and order blanks. (Special rates 
are good through May 31.) 


THE PRICE OF ONE CUP OF COFFEE A WEEK 


Church members can keep up-to-date on the vital issues facing the 
church for the price on one cup of coffee—a week. 


tion is $5 for 50 weekly issues.) 


NOW—through May 31—for half that sum to new subscribers (a 
cup of coffee every other week, let us say) they can get THE OUTLOOK 


for a full year. 


Who should take it? 
teachers, leading people. 
many will want it. 


Young minded people of every age; officers, 
For this low $2.50 offer to new subscribers, 


IN TIME FOR PRE-ASSEMBLY NEWS AND DISCUSSIONS 


From now through May 31, in time for pre- and post-Assembly news 


and discussions, this half-price offer is good. 


(New readers of THE 


OUTLOOK will know more about an Assembly than they have ever 
known, for local papers do not give full coverage.) 


Write today for display copies and order blanks to: 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK e 1 N. 6th St. e Richmond 19, Va. 


(Regular subscrip- 
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Roanoke—(M) Locke White, Vernon 
Hill; P. W. Hodge, (E) George R. Norris, 
Danville; Dr. J. H. Irby, Martinsville. 

West Hanover—(M) R. F. Taylor, 
Orange; Jan W. Owen, (E) J. L. Lancaster, 
Frank H. Calhoun, Charlottesville. 

Winchester—(M) Oren Moore, Jr., Front 
Royal; Irving G. Rudolph, Shepherdstown; 
(E) Home V. Hack, Winchester; Gilbert 
S. Rannells, Springfield, W. Va. 
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Pay by check; keep track of each 

dollar you spend. A checking ac- 

count with us will help you balance 
your budget. Start one today! 


State-Planters 
BANK OF 
Commerce and Trusts 


RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
Established 1865 


8 Convenient Locations Plus the Auto Bank 
in Richmond and Hopewell, Virginia 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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Checkerette wardrobe units have in 
addition to great capacity, strength, 
rtability, and the fold-away feature. 
ey can be set up anywhere in a minute 
without tools, or taken down and stored 
away when notin use. 


No. S-4-CT Checkerette 
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hanger shelf at top. Normal 

or low. Holds 24 hats and 
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hooks) in 4 
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More capacity than any other 
4 ft. rack (up to 64). Fold- 
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Ne. H-4-CT 

Holds 50 hats in 4 ft. — 

3 ft. unit). On caster 

populer as portable sta- 
ionery, display, or vault rack. 





No. 4 Umbrella Stand 

Units to hold 24 or 16 
umbrellas. 

Ne. 98 Stormrak 


Holds 8 umbrellas, 9 pr. 
overshoes. 


Write for Catalog Sheet No. CK-525 
and Folio of Dealer Helps 


VOGEL-PETERSON CO. 


1127 W. 37th ST. © CHICAGO 9, ILL. 
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File 37 


Is the King James Version of the Bible the authorized version while 
the Revised Standard Version is unauthorized? 


Not at all. Indeed, it would seem that the rsv is more highly authorized than 
the King James, since we would regard the Christian scholars of the church and 
the combined weight of the Protestant denominations that produced the new version 
as possessing far more authority in such an undertaking than James I. By the 
way, contrary to the opinion of some, he is not to be called “Saint James,” nor 
was he the brother of our Lord! Instead, he was the king of England, 1603-25! 


How many Bible translations are currently recognized by the Pres- 
byterian Church? 


None—that is, officially. There is no official version, but the church, through 
its representatives, participated in the development of the rsv and it has called 
for it to be included in Sunday school materials. 


How does the Presbyterian Church recruit candidates for the ministry? 


There does not appear to be an overall operating strategy, though increasingly 
the U. S. and USA departments presenting church vocations (in the Division of 
Higher Education) are: (1) Presenting the claims of the ministry through printed 
material available for distribution; (2) cooperation in young people’s conferences; 
and (3) encouraging the use of thorough tests which discover interests and aptitudes 
in conjunction with a counseling program. Church vocations are presented by 
seminaries and the Assembly’s Training School as they recruit students and also 
as they conduct weekend conferences for college students. Probably as significant 
as anything else is the work with individuals by pastors and student workers. There 
are some people who feel that the challenge ought to be presented more directly in 
churches, on campuses and in conferences than it is in most instances. 


Is anything definite known about the source of our supply of 
preachers? 


Most recent (1955) brief study surveyed students in the four U. S. seminaries. 
Among other interesting findings were these: (1) 60% began thinking about the 
ministry in high school days; (2) final decision of 48% came in college years; 
(3) rural areas which once produced a disproportionate number of candidates no 
longer do so; (4) fathers’ occupation: small business, 18.2%; ministers, 12.5%; 
skilled laborer, 10%—-with the professions lowest; (5) most encouragement came 
from work in the church, 12.99 7b ; camps and conferences, 11.3%; home influences, 
11%; contracts with pastor, 9.3%; etc.; (6) people most influential i in the decision: 
pastor, 33.4%; father, 12.3%; Sunday school teacher, 9.5%; college friend, 7.4%; 
evangelist, 7%; college teacher, 6.5%; (7) low niuioatel peters were considered 
a deterrent by only 3%; most felt a lack of knowledge of the Bible and of the min- 
ister’s work, or the church’s need for ministers or a lack of counseling or guidance. 


Where can | secure information about the Waldensians? 
From the American Waldensian Aid Society, 156 5th Ave., NYC 10. 
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If you’re like most 
people who own 
property, you want your estate to 
take care of your family first! 
Virginia Trust Company, with 
more than six decades of successful 
trust management, has helped 
thousands of families secure maxi- 
mum estate benefits. 


Let us help you arrange 
for “first things first.” 
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Converted and Commissioned 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for May 6, 1956 
Acts 9:1-31; Print 1-6,10-19a 


The conversion of Saul is not only 
one of the great events in the history of 
Christianity; it is one of the great events 
in the history of the world. The story of 
Saul’s conversion is also one of the best 
places to discover the nature and implica- 
tions of conversion for the present day. 

Before we take up our study let us 
recall briefly what we know about Saul 
prior to this event. (1) He was born 
in Tarsus, which ranked with Athens 
and Alexandria as one of the great edu- 
cational centers of the Roman Empire. 
It was also a populous commercial city, 
thronged with sailors, merchants and 
students from all parts of the world. (2) 
Saul’s father was a Roman citizen, a 
highly coveted privilege which the son 
inherited. (3) Saul was brought up as 
a Hebrew of the Hebrews, which means 
that his family adhered strictly to Jewish 
customs in the midst of their Gentile en- 
vironment. (4) He completed his edu- 
cation in Jerusalem under Gamaliel, re- 
garded as one of Israel’s greatest rabbis, 
and in time became himself a rabbi or 
teacher of the law. (5) He belonged to 
that sect among the Jews (that of the 
Pharisees) which was noted for its scru- 
pulous observance of all the religious 
ceremonies, for its patriotism and its 
zeal, for its piety and devotion. The 
Pharisees were all zealots, but among 
them Saul became conspicuous for his 
zeal. (6) Saul was one of the leaders 
of the mob that stoned Stephen, the first 
Christian martyr, and later was put in 
charge of the great persecution which 
broke out against the Christians in Jeru- 
salem. 

Fortunately, the persecution did not 
have the desired effect. They that were 
scattered abroad went about preaching 
the Word. New groups of believers 
sprang up everywhere—one, it seems, in 
the city of Damascus. Saul was only 
aroused to further activities. Damascus 
was several days’ journey from Jerusa- 
lem to the northeast. Though it was not 
under the jurisdiction of the Jerusalem 
Sanhedrim, the Jews were amenable to 
the local synagogue, which would listen 
to representations coming from the 
authorities of the Holy City. Saul, 
therefore, breathing murderous threats 
against the followers of Jesus, went to 
the High Priest and asked him for letters 
to the synagogue in Damascus, so that if 
he found any men or women there (who 
belonged to “the way” the most popular 
name for the Christian movement at this 
particular time) he might bring them in 
chains to Jerusalem. The letters were 
gladly written and Saul started on his 
momentous journey. 
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I. Saul Converted 


The distance from Jerusalem to Da- 
mascus is 160 miles. It can be covered 
now in a car quite comfortably in a few 
hours. But in Saul’s day, by foot, or 
on a plodding beast, the time would re- 
quire from four to nine days. As Saul 
traveled he had time to think. We do 
now know what thoughts passed through 
his mind, but no conversion, even the 
most sudden, comes without previous 
preparation. We know from Paul’s letter 
to the Romans (7:7-24) that his con- 
science during this period was not at 
rest. He had sought to find assurance 
of salvation through perfect obedience 
to the law. Gradually he had come to 
realize that this way was an impossible 
one. “I can will what is right,” he 
discovered, “but I cannot do it. For I 
do not do the good I want, but the evil 
I do not want is what I do. .. . Wretched 
man that I am,” he cried in utter despair, 
“Who will deliver me from this body of 
death.” 


Wrestling with this problem, he re- 
membered no doubt the angelic look on 
Stephen’s face as he addressed the San- 
hedrim (6:15), and how he died calling 
on the Lord, and with a prayer for his 
enemies’ forgiveness (6:54-60). His 
mind would turn almost inevitably to the 
victims of his persecution, men and 
women driven from their homes, bound 
in prison, sentenced to death, but men 
and women who had found the peace of 
mind and heart which had continually 
eluded him. These obscure Christians 
had found the secret which he himself 
was seeking. What if, after all, the cru- 
cified Jesus were the promised Messiah? 

Pondering such things as these, it may 
be, he approached Damascus. Suddenly 
a light flashed around him from heaven, 
brighter than the noonday sun. In that 
instant he saw Jesus. It was not merely 
a vision that he saw, but Jesus in all 
of his glorified humanity, as Stephen 
had seen him before his life was crushed 
out by the stones. Paul insisted after 
his conversion that he had seen Jesus 
just as really as the Twelve had seen 
him after the resurrection (I Cor. 15:8). 
He never doubted the reality of his ap- 
pearance. He based his right to the 
apostleship on the fact that Jesus had 
actually appeared to him on the road to 
Damascus. 

The attendants perceived the flash of 
light, but they saw no one. Saul, mean- 
while, had been thrown to the ground. 
Then he heard a voice, saying, “Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute me?” The 
question was a simple one, but it con- 


tained an overwhelming revelation. In 
Stephen, in those of “the way,” Saul 
had been persecuting the Messiah him- 
self. The voice continued, “It hurts you 
to kick against the goads” (26:14). The 
ox-goad was a long pole with a sharp 
iron or prick on one end of it used on 
the oxen instead of a whip. Perhaps 
Jesus referred to the pricking of Saul’s 
conscience. He “had been lashing out 
blindly, fiercely, like a restive ox who 
fails to realize that the path he is to 
travel is laid out before him and that 
the one who controls him is both wiser 
and stronger than he. He feels the 
sharp prick of the steel-pointed goad 
and at first only kicks the harder, till 
mere brute strength can bear the pain 
no longer, and the stronger, wiser will 
prevails.” 

There was little need to ask who was 
speaking, but it was all the trembling 
and amazed persecutor could say, “Who 
are you Lord?” 

The voice replied, “I am Jesus whom 
you are persecuting.” 

With full surrender and characteris- 
tically, Saul replied, “What shall I do, 
Lord?” (22:10) 

The answer was brief. There were 
great things to be done, but Saul was 
in no condition to grasp more than the 
next step. ‘Rise and go into Damascus, 
and there you will be told all that is 
appointed for you to do” (22:10). 

Saul arose. He found that he could 
not see. His attendants led him by the 
hand into Damascus, no longer a per- 
secutor, but a bewildered penitent. His 
companions were completely mystified. 
They had heard the voice, but had seen 
no man, and had not been able to dis- 
tinguish the words. 

Saul’s experience on the Damascus 
road turned his world upside down. The 
very thought of a crucified Messiah had 
repelled him, and he had sought to stamp 
out the sect that proclaimed him with 
blood. But now his eyes were miracu- 
lously opened. Those whom he had per- 
secuted were right. Jesus who had died 
on the cross like a common criminal was 
alive and enthroned as Lord, the Son of 
God, with power. How could he make 
amends for what he had done? And what 
did Jesus want with him? Why had he 
appeared to him on the road to Damas- 
cus? 


Il. Saul Commissioned 

Saul was taken to the home of a man 
named Judas, who lived on Straight 
Street, that long road which to this day 
runs straight throught the ancient city 
of Damascus. Probably Judas belonged 
to the strict wing of the Pharisees and 
was acquainted with Saul’s purpose. But 
his guest had no interest now in his 
papers to the synagogue. He spent the 
three longest days of his life, in dark- 
ness, overwhelmed with self-reproach and 
bewilderment, praying for the light. 
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Persecution of the Christians, which he 
had proudly believed to be his supreme 
service to God, now weighed upon him 
as a hideous mistake and an irreparable 
injury. The path he had confidently 
trodden was completely blocked, and he 
waited in blindness to learn his future 
course. 

Meanwhile, a Christian in Damascus 
named Ananias was led to visit Saul. 
We can readily understand how he would 
hesitate to call on the man whose coming 
had struck terror into the heart of every 
Christian in Damascus. But his respon- 
sibility could not be shed. He was con- 
vinced that God had chosen Saul to carry 
his name not only to the children of Israel 
but also to the Gentiles and even to kings 
on their thrones. And so Ananias went 
and laying his hands upon him greeted 
him as his brother. 

As Halford E. Luccock says in his 
stimulating work on The Acts of the 
Apostles: 

“Saul’s old career had been stopped in 
full flight; the new one had not yet begun. 
Saul was wandering dazed between two 
worlds. Had he not been given any dem- 
onstration of the Christian spirit, who 
can say what might have happened? In 
the outstretched hand of Ananias lay the 
future of Paul and his service to Christ. 
It was a creative handclasp. Ananias’ 
word ‘brother’ was a word of authentic 
magic; it was the open sesame to a new 
world for Paul and for the Christian 
church. It was Paul's first experience of 
that love of which he was later to write 
that it ‘faileth never.’ It did not fail 
then.” 

Ananias said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus .. . has sent me that you may re- 
gain your sight and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit.” Immediately, we read, 
something like scales fell from his eyes 
and he regained his sight. 

But Luccock reminds us: 

“Paul got more than his old eyes back; 
he got new eyes, eyes with a further range, 
a sharper focus, a deeper penetration. It 
is worth pondering that the scales which 
fell from his eyes as he returned to the 
world, a disciple of Jesus, were the very 
same scales which hang so heavily before 
the eyes of men today—the scales of preju- 
dice, of pride, of privilege and class and 
race, the scales of nationalism, which 
limit our range and distort our vision. 
The surest evidence of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit is the dropping of those scales from 
the eyes. The deepest need of our time 
is that those scales be removed.” 


Ananias went on, no doubt, to speak 


of God’s purpose for Saul’s life—that 
he was, in fact, a chosen instrument to 
bear the Lord’s name to the Gentiles 
(Acts 9:15; 22:14). This to Saul was 
perhaps the most amazing and startling 
part of the whole experience. Jesus had 
a purpose in apprehending him and 
appearing to him. From this time on 
he gave himself to the accomplishment 
of that purpose. Standing later, a pris- 
oner, before King Agrippa, he sum- 
marized his subsequent life in a single 
phrase, “I was not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision” (26:19). Writing to- 
ward the end of his life from a Roman 
prison, he said, “I press on, if so be that 
I may lay hold on that for which I was 
also laid hold on by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
3:12 Asv) 


For Further Consideration 


1. Saul’s experience reminds us of the 
necessity of conversion. We too must 
pass through essentially the same ex- 
perience. “There is a Damascus road 
in every man’s life—a time when and a 
place where he meets God.”’ Jesus said, 
“Unless one is born anew, he cannot see 
the Kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 

2. Saul’s experience throws light on 
the nature of conversion. Some of its 
features—the appearance of the Risen 
Christ, the blinding light, the audible 
voice, for example—were peculiar to 
Saul. The universal features were (1) 
the recognition that Jesus was the Son 
of God; (2) the surrender of Saul’s will 
to Christ, as indicated by his question, 
“What shall I do, Lord?” These are 
the fundamental elements in every con- 
version. If they are lacking it is not a 
true conversion, whatever else is present; 
if these elements are present, it is a real 
conversion, however much is lacking. 

Some conversions are sudden, appar- 
ently instantaneous; others are gradual, 
so that one does not know when he makes 
the crucial decision; but always there is 
the recognition that Jesus is the Son of 
God; always there is the surrender of 
one’s will to Jesus as Lord. 

3. Saul’s experience illustrates some of 
the results of conversion: the scales fell 
from his eyes; he was filled with new 
spiritual power; he was baptized; he 
took his stand with the people of God; 
he proclaimed Jesus as the Son of God 
(9:18-20). But the full proof of his 











Reprinted again ! ! 
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The Bible for Today, 24-page pamphlet by Ernest Trice Thompson. 
This important and popular treatment shows why, for many, the 
Bible is an unknown book, what must be done if it is to be better 
known; and some underlying principles if it is to be truly understood 
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conversion came in later life. God 
through Christ had laid hold on Saul’s 
soul. To the end of his days he con- 
tinued to press on, attempting to lay 
hold on that for which also he was laid 
hold on by Christ Jesus. 

4. Saul’s experience discloses to us the 
ground of conversion. On the divine side 
conversion is the work of God’s gracious 
and sovereign power. Saul was speaking 
out of his own experience and out of the 
experience of all of God’s people when 
he said, “For by grace you have been 
saved through faith; and this is not your 
own doing, it is the gift of God—not 
because of works, lest any man should 
boast. For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them” (Eph. 2:8-10). 

In a genuine conversion we are always 
taken hold of by a divine power. But 
that power is not bestowed in a purely 
arbitrary fashion. As Saul says again, 
God “desires all men to be saved and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth” 
(I Tim. 2:4). What then is the human 
condition? Simply this—acceptance of 
Jesus as divine Savior and Lord. Saul 
was not converted because he saw Jesus 
on the road to Damascus, but because he 
accepted him as his Lord. That was the 
gist of the matter for Saul, as it is for us. 

5. Saul’s experience throws light on 
the human agents in conversion. Christ 
appeared to Saul on the road to Damas- 
cus: his conversion was a supernatural 
one, and yet numerous individuals play- 
ed a part in it, and some a very important 
part. Stephen and those unknown Chris- 
tians whom Saul sent to prison and death 
certainly played important roles; then 
there were the men who took Saul by 
the hand and led him into Damascus. 
Without Ananias the experience certainly 
would not have been complete; the entire 
Christian community in Damascus ral- 
lied around Saul and encouraged him in 
his new life—their influence too cannot 
be overlooked. And so today. Our in- 
fluence draws men to Christ or repels 
them; strengthens them in their faith 
or weakens them for the battle of life. 
No one’s life is so unimportant that it 
does not count for good or for bad. God’s 
Spirit does not transform men’s lives 
without human help. 


Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
vision of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


On the Far Right 
Social Progress* once more puts us in 
its debt with its April issue dealing with 
Patriotism on the Far Right. What is 
done within the space of 32 pages is to 
document some of the noisy “super-pa- 
triotic” agencies that are waging cam- 
paigns against American participation in 
the United Nations or other good move- 
ments. Here you will find brief descrip- 
tions of these: 
The Christian Educational Association 
(publisher of Common Sense) 
Manuel and Lucille Miller of Vermont 
The Christian Nationalist Crusade (Ger- 
ald L. K. Smith) 
American Council of Christian Churches 
(Carl McIntire) 
American Council of Christian Laymen 
(Verne Kaub) 
For America (Fellers, Manion, Fish, 
etc.) 
The National Conservative Party 
Abraham Lincoln National Republican 
Club 
Sponsors of “United States Day” 
Suggestions are also offered as to the 
responsibility of the churches in relation 
to these and similar groups: identify 
them; provide full information; sponsor 
free discussion. 








*830 Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia 7, 
Pa.; 15¢. 


THE BURDEN OF THE LORD. By Ian 
Macpherson. Abingdon Press, Nashville and 
New York. 157 pp., $2.75. 

This book sets both the challenge and 
responsibility of the minister’s call from 
God. It delineates the inner compulsion 
of the Man of God who feels that he must 
preach the gospel and links this with the 
content of the message, the integrity of 
the messenger and the ways and means 
of transmitting the good news to others. 
In four readable, illustration-studded 
chapters, the author traces the minister’s 
development in his art and cites examples 
from the stalwarts of history who have 
yielded to the guidance of God’s Spirit 
and thus become effective agents in the 
propagation of the gospel. This book 
should be a source of information to the 
young minister and a compendium of 
inspiration and encouragement to the ex- 
perienced clergyman. 

Wo. H. McCorkte. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


VEST POCKET BOOK OF JOKES. Bennett 
Cerf. Random House, N. Y., 320 pp., 95¢. 

A leading church official said recently 
that ministers need a good collection of 
jokes they can tell. Almost anybody 
could well have some new ones—or at 
least, some old ones in new settings. 
Maybe Bennett Cerf’s little book will 
help, though many of these stories have 
whiskers and some need cleaning up. You 
wonder why some appear in the categories 
they do. For instance, the ones under 
“Negro,” with one possible exception, 
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have nothing whatever to do with Ne- 
groes and would be the same joke or 
story with substitutions. Probably the 
best thing about this book—and sorely 
needed—is the closing chapter with 13 
elementary pointers about “How not to 
tell a story.” You know plenty of people 
who could profit by this help. 








BOOKS RECEIVED 


Old Priest and New Presbyter. Norman 
Sykes. Cambridge University Press, N. Y. 
$5.00. 

New Missionaries for New Days. E. K. 
Higdon. Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo. 
$1.75, paper. $2.25, cloth. 

Jungle Doctor Stings a Scorpion. Paul 
White. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. $1.50. 

Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. $1.00. 
At Your Best. Oscar C. Hanson. 





Augs- 








Jungle Doctor’s Fables. Paul White. 
burg Publishing House, Minneapolis. $1.75. 

Blessings Unbounded. Harry Blamires. 
Longmans, Green & Co., Inec., N. Y. $2.75. 

Luther, Young Man of God. Lois Gahl. 
Augustana Book Concern, Rock Island, Ill. 
$1.00, paper. 

The Troubled Heart. Jean Z Owen. 
Muhlenburg Press, Philadelphia. $3.75. 

How to Prepare for College Entrance 
Examinations. Samuel C. Brownstein & 
Mitchel Weiner. Barron's Educational 
Series, Inc., Great Neck, N. Y. $1.98, paper. 

You Can Win A Scholarship. Samuel C. 
Brownstein, Mitchel Weiner, Stanley Kap- 
lan. Barron’s Educational Series, Inc., 
Great Neck, N. Y. $2.98, paper. 

Why You Do What You Do. 
Linsecott & Jess Stein, editors. 
House, N. Y. $3.95. 

Vest Pocket Book of Jokes. Bennet Cerf. 
fandom House. N. Y. 95 cents. 

Communism and Christianity. Martin 
D’Arey Penguin Books, Baltimore, Md. 
65 cents, paper. 

The Burnt Offering. Albrecht Goes. Pan- 
theon Books, Inc., New York. $2.75. 


Robert N. 
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At all bookstores now 


THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF THE CHURCH 
By Rosert McAFEE Brown. 
The work of the church in the 
modern world, its mission in 
the life of man, and its place in 
the historical heritage of the 
Protestant faith. 


MODERN RIVALS 
TO CHRISTIAN FAITH 


By CorneE ius Loew. A 
thought-provoking book about 
the “false gods” (among them 
Science, Democracy and exag- 
gerated patriotism) that many 
well-meaning Christians tend 
to substitute for the true God. 
Ask your bookseller for the 
complete list of Layman’s The- 
ological Library books 


















ERE is a milestone in reli- 
H gious publishing that will 
make theology a living force in 
the life and thinking of the 
average man and woman. These 
are the first books of their kind 
for the general reader, explain- 
ing the fundamental concepts 
of Protestant Christianity with 
authority, but with complete 
clarity. 

The twelve volumes, two of 
which are ready now, will deal 
with such themes as: the doc- 
trine of Man, the doctrine of 
Christ, the doctrine of God, the 
significance of death, Chris- 
tian ethics in social and in per- 
sonal life, and many others. The 
books are cloth bound for long 
use, yet priced at only $1 each. 
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volumes 

written for laymen, 
covering the main 
areas of Christian 

faith and practice 
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CHANGES 

Robert Worth Frank, president of Mc- 
Cormick Seminary, Chicago, since 1947, 
will retire next Sept. 1. He has been on 
the seminary staff since 1920. Dr. Frank 
described the seminary as “at an im- 
portant turning point in its history. Her 
greatest years are ahead of her.” Plans 
have been made for a complete set of new 
buildings, for faculty expansion and li- 
brary development. 

William J. Wiseman from Darby, Pa., to 
the Presbyterian church, North Broad- 
way, White Plains, N. Y. 

Pat N. Easterling, Duncan, Okla., has 
accepted a call to the Canal Street church, 
New Orleans, La., effective June 1. 

Arch McD. Tolbert, associate pastor of 
St. Charles Avenue church, New Orleans, 
La., is to become pastor of the First 
church, Sherman, Texas, June 1. 

Edward C. Hay, Franklin, Tenn., will 
begin his service at St. John’s church, 
4275 Herschel St., Jacksonville, Fla., May 
1 





W. A. Downing from Holdenville, Okla., 
to Texas Avenue, Mercedes, Texas. 

J. Allan Christian, Roxbury, Va. is 
serving as interim pastor of the First 
church, Bluefield, W. Va. 

Wm. F. Ehmann, formerly assistant to 
the president and director of public re- 
lations at San Francisco Theological 
Seminary, has resigned for reasons of 
health but he will continue to serve the 
seminary as a consultant in promotion and 
public relations. 

Stuart McC. Rohre, from Hot Springs, 
Ark., to the Wm. Beaumont Army Hospi- 
tal, El Paso, Texas, where he is a chap- 
lain. 

Robert E. Ford from Frostproof, Fla., 
to assistant pastor, First church, Sarasota, 
Fla. 


SABBATICAL 

Clifford M. Drury, professor at San 
Francisco Seminary, is spending his sab- 
batical leave traveling in Mexico, then 
on a short tour of duty with the Navy in 
Washington, D. C., during which time he 
is carrying on some work in the Library 
of Congress and the National Archives. 


T. V. MOORE LECTURES 

George A. Buttrick of Harvard Uni- 
versity will be the T. V. Moore lecturer 
May 2-4 at San Francisco Seminary. The 
topic: “Christianity and Our Crisis.” 


CHICAGO FEDERATION 

Pearl Rosser, of the National Council 
of Churches’ Christian education staff, 
will become executive director of the 
radio-television department of the Church 
Federation of Greater Chicago May 1. 


MISSIONARIES 

The Frank McElroys, Sr., of the Belgian 
Congo, arrived in this country in mid- 
April for furlough and then retirement. 
They are at Mission Court, 1204 Rennie 
Ave., Richmond 27, Va. Mrs. McElroy, 
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who suffered two heart attacks in Decem- 
ber, was also accompanied home by her 
daughter, Mrs. L. A. McCutchen, also of 
the Congo. 

Mary B. Crawford, Luluabourg, Belgian 
Congo, is on furlough at Lewisburg, W. 
Va. 

MARRIED 

George M. Ogilvie, First church, Pulaski, 
Va., and Minta-Hopkins Critzer, also of 
Pulaski, were married Feb. 25, with Ben 
R. Lacy, Jr., performing the ceremony. 


DEATHS 

Gaius Glenn Atkins, 88, died in Bethle- 
hem, Pa., Apr. 5. He was a Congregational 
minister, widely known as a preacher and 
author, formerly professor of homilectics 
in the Auburn Seminary tradition of 
Union Seminary, N. Y. 
DCEs 


Lillian R. Medlin from Atlanta, Ga., to 


the Memorial Drive church, 5000 Memori- 
al Dr., Rt. 3, Stone Mountain, Ga. 

Louise Painter from Griffin, Ga., to the 
Mebane, N. C., church. 


“Texas Dormitory” Sought 
In Japan for University 


DALLas, TEX. (RNS)—An appeal for 
$60,000 to build a “Texas Dormitory” 
on the grounds of the International Chris- 
tian University in Japan was launched 
by the Greater Dallas Council of 
Churches. 

A spokesman said it is hoped that other 
Texas cities will join in the effort. The 
university, located near Tokyo, is sup- 
ported by 14 denominations in the United 
States and Canada. 
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